
“The aim of 

the Berkshire 

LNP is to work 

together to 

create a 

sustainable, 

healthy and 

vibrant 

Berkshire” 

The aim of the Berkshire LNP is to work together to create a sustainable, 

healthy and vibrant Berkshire; ensuring that Berkshire remains an attractive 

place to live and work. We will do this by promoting the conservation and 

enhancement of nature, and the benefits we all receive from a healthy 

environment. By working in partnership we ensure that resources are spent 

effectively and that we are all working together for the same aim; to protect 

and enhance our natural environment and the services it provides us. 
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This report summarises the activities of the Berkshire Local Nature Partnership 

(BLNP) for the 2015/16 financial year.  

We are grateful to the Chair of the Partnership, Isobel Collyer, who as a volunteer 

has put a huge amount of energy into raising the profile of the organisation and 

its day to day running while await the appointment of a new Project Officer. 

Thanks also to all of our partners, particularly those who have supported us 

through financial contributions and corporate membership and others who have 

attended meetings of the combined Executive Board and Steering Group. 

It has been a frustrating year for BLNP. A vacant Project Officer Post and low 

capacity among partners has resulted in little progress against our Biodiversity 

Strategy for Berkshire. We have sought funding through a number of sources and 

of these, only the corporate membership programme has borne fruit. Finally, 

uncertainty about the future of LNP’s nationally, combined with little recognition 

by DEFRA and other government departments has also made it difficult to raise 

the profile of the organisation. 

However we have been busy and the following is a summary of our achievements 

during the 2015/16 year. This takes the place of an Annual General Meeting for 

BLNP, though we are happy to receive questions and correspondence on any 

aspect of the report. Email info@berkshirelnp.org 

mailto:info@berkshirelnp.org.uk
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W W W . B E R K S H I R E L N P . O R G   

P O L I C Y  A N D  P A R T N E R S H I P S  

The Chair of the LNP and Steering Group Chair attended the annual DEFRA LNP briefing in March 2015. The 

agenda included details of a pilot in the Northern Upland Chain LNP to measure the Natural Capital of the area 

and a speech by North Cornwall MP and Government Minister for Rural Affairs, Dan Rogerson.  

BLNP contributed to a Parliamentary Enquiry submission with other LNPs in March 2015. This was followed by 

a joint letter to the Minister, Lord de Mauley in April, which set out the precarious position of LNPs across the 

nation. The BLNP Chair had a series of exchanges with Richard Benyon, MP for Newbury (and a previous under 

secretary for the environment) to make the case at a local level. 

We have helped the TVBLEP ESIF panel to introduce key Natural Capital and Green Infrastructure concepts and 

have also worked with Climate Berkshire to encourage them to recognise the value of the natural environment 

in mitigation and adaptive strategies. Our thanks go to Tim Parry, of Community Council for Berkshire for his 

assistance. The Chair attended a meeting with Natural England Thames Valley Team in October and has 

contributed to the DEFRA 25 Year Environment Strategy. 

The Government’s Environmental Audit Committee held an inquiry into the progress of the LNP initiative against 

targets contained in the Natural Environment White Paper. The report notes a mixed experience between LNPs 

but “Where LNPs have been successful, they have demonstrated the benefits of local engagement and 

harnessing enthusiasm in finding solutions to local priorities”. The full report can be found here; 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmselect/cmenvaud/858/85802.htm (PDF version)  

Additionally, more detailed reports from the two phases of Defra’s LNP Evaluation Research were recently 

published on the Defra Science and Research Projects Database (http://randd.defra.gov.uk/).  

Due to vacancies and the completion of ongoing project it was decided not to hold meetings of the Working 

Groups during this time. A Fundraising Task group was convened to inform our bid to the TVLEP Growing Places 

Fund. We hope that these groups will be re-established as a new Project Officer is appointed. The job 

description for the role was reviewed and recruitment has taken place in August 2016. At the time of writing an 

offer of employment has been made. 

We are pleased that our partners Oracle, Thames Water and Oxford Properties took out or renewed their 

corporate memberships in 2015/16. These partnerships are vital in helping BLNP move towards a financially 

sustainable model, not dependent on public sector and grant funding. We hope to welcome more corporate 

members as the BLNP moves forward. 

A meeting of the Fundraising working group was held on 19th May, where it was agreed to present a bid to the 

Thames Valley Berkshire LEP (TVBLEP) for revenue funding. We put a bid together titled ‘Benchmarking the 

Natural Value of Thames Valley Berkshire. A presentation was made to their board in June. Unfortunately we 

were unsuccessful in securing funds but we have now established a constructive relationship with TVBLEP. 

BBOWT announced that they were no longer able to host the LNP accounts and project officer from the end of 

2015/16. Various options were explored and we are very grateful to West Berkshire Council and Head of 

Countryside Services Paul Hendry, who agreed to take on this responsibility as their in kind contribution to the 

BLNP. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmselect/cmenvaud/858/85802.htm
http://randd.defra.gov.uk/

